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Lawyers Without Borders member
‘reality’ of Sierra Leone

shocked by

By Luis Millan
Montreal

hen Frangois Dadour
went to Sierra Leone
with two colleagues

on an expleratory mission to
evaluate the judicial system in
the country considered the
poorest in the world, the Mon-
treal criminal lawyer was dis-
mayed by the ravages left by a
brutal eivil war,

No wonder. More than a

| decade of internal strife has left
| up to 200,000 people dead and

tens of thousands more maimed
or psychologically scarred,
including more than 10,000 child
soldiers. The country is in such
an abject state that for every
thousand babies born, 170 will
die at birth and 286 more before
they reach the age of five. The
average life expectancy of an
adult is 37 years.

Not surprisingly, the judicial
gystem is in shambles. There are
10 judges in the country, six of
whom preside-in the capital city
Freetown. There are 150

lawyers, but only three practise
outside the capital. Individuals
accused of committing erimes
during the war have the impos-
sible task of finding legal repre-
sentation because most are poor,
legal aid doesn't exist and there
are not enough lawyers,

“The reality struck me hard,”
said Dadour. “This is a country
living through a crisis, with enor-
mous needs and little resmirces,

thdL just came eu!. of a civil war
replete with atrocities. It's not
even a matter of reconstruction
but construction of the judicial
system. There iz 20 much to do—
with regards to rights and liber-
ties, judicial access, and training
of lawyers.”

‘Dadour iz one of a growing
group of Quebec lawyers who
over the last 18 months have
joined the ranks of the Quebec
chapter of Avocats sans Fron-
tiéres (Lawyers Without Bor-
ders), founded by Quebec City
lawyer Dominique-Anne Roy, its
current president.
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